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BYLAWS

Of

WYOMING GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the CHURCH OF GOD

PREAMBLE

In order to provide for the orderly and equitable execution of business and to provide for a simple and adequate structure whereby the evangelistic, educational and fellowship ministries of the church can be effective, we, the members of the Church of God in Wyoming, do hereby set forth these bylaws of Wyoming General Assembly of the Church of God. We hold that the church as established by Jesus Christ is a spiritual structure of which He himself is the head and recognize that obedience to the Great Commission necessitates that we work cooperatively aided by an efficient organization. We therefore make this provision for holding, disbursing and managing donations, bequests, endowments and for holding and transfer of property and for structuring of cooperative and mutually beneficial programs.

We express the desire that every member of every local church be kept informed of the ministries and programs administered by the Wyoming General Assembly of the Church of God and encouraged by the local pastor and responsible lay leaders to be actively involved and that, on occasion, some items of major importance be discussed and/or voted on in every local congregation.

It is not our intention that these bylaws shall interfere with, change, alter or modify the doctrines of the church, but rather apply only to the General Assembly’s business and program affairs.

ARTICLE I

NAME AND AFFILIATION

Section 1.
The responsible voting organization of this cooperative ministry of local Church of God congregations shall be known as the Wyoming General Assembly of the Church of God (incorporated in the State of Wyoming as Church of God, Inc.), hereinafter referred to as the Assembly.

Section 2.
This Assembly shall be understood as affiliated with the General Assembly of the Church of God with general offices in Anderson, Indiana, and which convenes in that city annually in June. It is understood, further, that this Assembly will be comprised of authorized voting representatives in harmony with the teachings and practices held by that annual assembly and that these representatives are committed to Christ as Savior and Lord.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

Section 1.
The purpose of this Assembly shall be to conserve, coordinate, and promote the business, educational, and evangelistic work of the Church of God in Wyoming. It shall make and execute plans for cooperative work, provide for necessary committees or boards, raise and administer funds, provide for a medium of fellowship, instruction and interchange of ideas, and to otherwise engage in religious, charitable and educational work on behalf of the church.

Section 2.
The Assembly shall not infringe upon the rights of economy of any local congregation. Its work with a local congregation shall be advisory in nature, in the spirit of service and ministry.

Section 3.
The Assembly shall not be an instrument of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, but a servant of the church in carrying out its cooperative work.

ARTICLE III

MINISTRIES COUNCIL

Section 1.
Membership of the Ministries Council shall consist of senior pastors and one lay person of each of the recognized congregation in the State of Wyoming,  

a. Senior Pastors are members of the Ministries Council by virtue of their calling to serve the local recognized congregation.

b. The governing body of each recognized congregation shall elect one lay person to serve and be accessible to conduct business of the Ministries Council.  An alternate should be selected in case the lay person cannot serve or be accessible to conduct business of the Ministries Council.
Section 2.
The Ministries Council shall serve the interests of the Assembly, prepare the agenda for its meetings and otherwise expedite the work of the Assembly between meetings. The Ministries Council shall be responsible to screen the business to come before the Assembly. It shall be responsible to frame resolutions as necessary, and to present business in such a manner as will facilitate the work of the Assembly.

Section 3. 
The Ministries Council shall serve as trustees for the Assembly in the holding, use and transfer of property and in the collecting, holding and dispensing of funds for the Assembly in keeping with the directives given by the Assembly. By a majority vote  of the Ministries Council, the Chairperson and Secretary to buy, sell, borrow, loan, lease, or otherwise deal in real or personal property for the use of the Assembly not to exceed $5,000 beyond the approved budget. Any transactions involving sums in excess of $5,000 shall be approved by a majority vote of the Assembly in any regular or special meeting of the Assembly.

Section 4.
The Ministries Council shall serve as the Budget Committee for the Assembly.

Section 5. 
The Ministries Council shall be responsible for planning, promoting and administering evangelistic projects for the Assembly, conserving gains, assisting struggling churches, making studies before establishing new congregations, allotting financial assistance where needed and according to resources available, and otherwise serving the cause of evangelism and the task of church planting. The task of evangelism and church planting shall be done in accordance with decisions and directives of the Assembly. The Ministries Council shall keep the Assembly informed so that an aggressive and sound ministry can be sustained in this area of church’s work.

Section 6.
The Ministries Council shall elect the following officers from its membership following the annual General Assembly meeting held in October of each year.    The election of officers shall be made with staggered terms of one (1) year term for Chairman, two (2) year term for Vice Chairman and three (3) year term for Secretary.   Thereafter, election for a full term shall be for two (2) years.  Officers may serve a maximum of two (2) consecutive terms.  Terms of initial officers shall be calculated from January 1, 2012.    Vacancies for unexpired terms shall be filled by the Ministries Council for the unexpired term only.  The newly elected officers shall take charge and conduct the business of the Ministries Council for the ensuring year.
a) Chairperson: The Chairperson shall be elected by the Ministries Council and shall in that role preside at all meetings of the Ministries Council.  The Ministries Council shall call meetings at such times and places as the Chairperson shall deem necessary for the work of the Assembly, and shall carry out such additional functions as generally devolve upon the chairperson of such body.   
b)  Vice-Chairperson:  The Vice-Chairperson shall be elected by the Council and shall be Chairperson in the absence or incapacity of the elected Chairperson or during a vacancy in that office.

c) Secretary:  The Secretary shall be elected by the Council and shall keep a true and complete record of the proceedings of the Assembly and the Ministries Council, shall keep an accurate record of the names and addresses of all voting members, and shall be responsible for the safekeeping of all the Assembly records and minutes and provide for their prompt and complete conveyance to his/her successor in office. 
Section 7
The Ministries Council shall elect from within or outside its membership a Treasurer.  The duly appointed Treasurer shall keep in trust all funds controlled and administered by the Assembly, shall keep an accurate record of all receipts and disbursements, shall give a financial report at each regular meeting of the Assembly and a monthly report to   the Ministries Council and shall convey promptly and completely all records to his/her successor in office. An audit of the records of the Wyoming General Assembly shall be conducted every two years.  The Treasurer shall have no term limits and shall be considered a voting member of the Ministries Council.  
Section 8
The Ministries Council shall appoint a State Coordinator to coordinate the work of the state on its behalf.  The State Coordinator shall be appointed for a three-year r term, not subjected to term limits.    The State Coordinator shall work closely with the ministers and laity of the State of Wyoming to fulfill their ministry for the Wyoming General Assembly of the Church of God.  The State Coordinator shall also represent the State of Wyoming at all region and national meetings and shall be considered a voting member of the Ministries Council.
Section 9.
The Ministries Council may serve as a Nominating Committee or appoint three members of the Assembly to serve as a Nominating Committee. The committee will present names for reactivation for each office to be filled in the Assembly.

Section 10.
A quorum for a meeting of the Ministries Council shall be five persons, providing all members of the Ministries Council have been mailed a notification of the meeting at least ten days previous to the meeting place.

ARTICLE IV
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERSHIP

Section 1  
Ordained or licensed ministers of the Church of God shall be members of the Assembly upon the following conditions:

a. They must be approved, in good and regular standing, certified by the Wyoming Ministerial Fellowship and its Credentials Committee.

b. They must reside in Wyoming.

c. They must be engaged in the active ministry of the Church of God, such as and including pastors, associate ministers, ministers of education, and area ministers. Retired ministers and active unordained ministers may be given the right to vote by a two-thirds majority vote. No persons shall be given ministerial status or voting privilege in the Assembly whose ministerial credentials and questioned by the Credentials Committee of the Wyoming Ministerial Fellowship.

Section 2.
Each local congregation shall be entitled to one lay representative per fifty members as voting members of the Assembly. These representatives shall be selected in the local congregation by methods determined by the local church.

Section 3.
All voting members of this Assembly shall be eighteen years of age or older, and residents of Wyoming.

Section 4.
The Secretary of the Ministries Council shall serve as secretary of the General Assembly and shall maintain a list of the local churches affiliated with its work and their representatives to the Assembly. Prior to the annual meeting of the Assembly, each participating church will send to the Secretary of the Assembly the names of authorized representatives.

Section 5.
The officers of the Ministries Council and State Coordinator shall be voting members of the General Assembly. 

ARTICLE V

COMMITTEES

The Ministries Council or State Coordinator shall appoint, from time to time, standing or special, any and all necessary committees to carry on the work of the organization.  At least one member of the Ministries Council must be a member of any committee.  Committees shall be appointed for no longer than a year term.  Committees may be recreated or sustained by the Ministries Council.  These committees shall be, but not limited to:
· Adventures in Christian Kamping,

· State Youth

· Christian Women Connection of WY

· State Credentials Committee

ARTICLE VI

BUSINESS AND CALENDAR

Section 1.
Meetings:  The annual meeting of the Assembly shall be held in the fall of each year.  Special meetings of the Assembly may be called by the Ministries Council. The following calendar shall be followed:

The Annual General Assembly Business Meeting, in the fall of each year.
Annual Family Camp (Inspiration Weekend), the month of July

Ministries Council Fall Meeting: After September 1, before Annual General Assembly Meeting

Wyoming Ministerial Fellowship Conventions or Retreats, Shall be determined by the Wyoming Ministries Fellowship Executive Committee
Ministries Council will meet as needed.
Youth Convention and Youth Camp dates shall be determined by the State Youth Pastor and State Youth Planning Committee.
Section 2.
The fiscal year shall be the calendar year, January 1 through December 31. The terms of elected officers shall be for the fiscal year. Officers are elected in the fall meeting of the Assembly.

Section 3.
Quorum: A majority of the voting members of the Assembly shall constitute a quorum.

Section 4.
Order of Business: The basic order of business for the Assembly and its Boards and Committees shall be on the following basic pattern, except that by a majority vote of those present and voting the order of business may be changed:

a. Prayer

b. Reading and/or acceptance of the minutes of last meeting.

c. Reports of officers.

d. Reports of Committees.

e. Reports of Program Boards.

f. Election of officers, board and committee members.

g. Old or unfinished business.

h. New business or resolutions.

Section 5.
Parliamentary regulations: All meetings of the Assembly and its Boards shall provide opportunity for all members to ask questions, express opinions, and call for action as provided by these bylaws. In event there is disagreement on procedure; Robert’s Rules of Order shall be followed. However, persons are expected to refrain from demonstrations of knowledge of rules of order and to use them only as a means of facilitating expeditiously matters on which there may be marked disagreements as to content and/or process. The Chairperson of the Council may appoint a parliamentarian to assist him/her in the leadership of meetings of the Assembly.

ARTICLE VII

WYOMING MINISTERIAL FELLOWSHIP

Section 1.
The Wyoming Ministerial Fellowship of the Church of God Reformation Movement shall be responsible for all those matters which are uniquely the charge of persons called to be pastors, evangelists and similar vocations. The Bylaws of the Wyoming Ministerial Fellowship shall determine their process of elections and business.

Section 2.
The Credentials Committee of the Wyoming Ministerial Fellowship is responsible for the certification of all ministerial credentials. The Credentials Committee is elected by and subject to the directives and correctives of the Wyoming Ministerial Fellowship. The Credentials Committee, subject to the Ministerial Fellowship, shall determine for the Assembly those congregations which are recognized as congregations of the Church of God (Anderson, Indian). The Credentials Committee shall also serve as an advisory group for congregations or pastors requesting their assistance and advice during crisis times or situations in a local congregation. At the direction of the Ministerial Fellowship or the Assembly, the Credentials Committee may initiate conversations with congregations in crisis situations. The Credentials Committee shall provide advisory services for congregations during times of pastoral change.

Section 3.
The other functions of the Wyoming Ministerial Fellowship are described in bylaws adopted by that group on October 30, 2009; the duties of the Credentials Committee are indicated in Article V, Section 1 f those bylaws.

ARTICLE VIII

AMENDMENTS

Section 1.
These bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present and voting at the regular fall or Summer meeting of the Assembly.  No amendments shall be adopted on the same day on which they are proposed.

Section 2.
These bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present and voting at any special meeting of the Assembly, provided that a copy of the proposed amendments and notice that action will be taken thereon are mailed with a notice of such special meeting to all members of the Assembly at least two weeks in advance of the meeting.

These Bylaws were consider and adopted on __________________________ in ____________, Wyoming.

 __________________________________


_____________________________________

Secretary





Chairperson
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